THE E/NPIRE OF SONGHAI

KEY CONCEFT POCUS: This close reading will address the geography, economy, religions, government, and

—

achievements of the Empire of Songhai.

di—

Koumbi Salah

—_—""F;FFGGII:I coing fr-:| m Gao

van while the ampire of Mali was still thriving,

Songhai started to grow from its capital oty of

Goo, competing in the varny same trade markets

as Mali. Even Mansa Musa noted the potential
strength of Songhai, attacking and absorbing their
small Kimgdom inta Mali. However, when the Empire of
hiali began to weaken after the death of Mansa Musa,
the pecple of Songhai attacked, taking contral of most
af Mali by the mid 1400s CE. The empire of Songhai
expanded even further east and west maintaining Goo
as the capital trade city along the MNiger River. The new
country of Songhai became the largest country in
Africa.

GOVERNMENT & ACHIEVENENTS

In arder to make the large Empire of Songhai easier to
gavern, it divided itself inta five provinces. Mew leaders
wara put into places of authority in these provincas to
ingure that they would be loyal to the Songhai king.
The king alzo establizhed a professional army, the first
in West Africa.

The empire of Songhai was ruled by Sunni Al He
unified, or combined his country by encouraging his
pecple towark together. This unity would seek fairmnass
and equity among his people. He promated peace by
allowing lecal religions of animism and ancestor
wiorship to exist in conjunction with [slam. In fact, he
led though example by practicing lo<al religions and
Islam in his cwm life.

Oine of the greatest rulers of Songhai was Askio the
Great. Under his leadership the power of Songhai grew
even greater. It was during his reign that Timbukiu ond
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jernne became centers of learning once again. The
universities of S3onghai were known for their teachings
in mathamatics, grammar, law, science, and medicine,

RELIGION

The empire of Songhai was predominantly (contralling
irfluenice} Muslim. However, as mentioned before
under Sumni Ali's |leadership, to maintain peace and
stahbility, all religions were tolerated and acceptad. Just
like Mansa Musa of Ghana, Askne the Greot made &
pilgrimage, or trip to Mecca as was mandated,
directed by the fifth pillar of [slam. As before, frequeant
pilgrimages from Muslims of Mali further promoted
trade between Asia and West Africa. In addition, Arabic
vias widely spoken in Wast Africa, which meant books
and kmowledge could be shared throughout Africa and
East Asia.

A TRADE BASED ECONOMY

Just like the earlier kingdoms of this regian, Songhai
had cantral of both gold and salt mines. Songhai
encouraged trading with Muslims, such as the Berbers
of the north. Great marketplaces thrived in major
cities, where kola nuts, gold, ivory, slaves, spices, palm
oil and precious woods were traded in exchanga

for salt, clath, arms, horses, and copper. Just as in
Ghama and Mali, the Miger River proved to be a major
resource for the transportation of goods.

PECLINE

The empire of Songhai would only [ast abowt 150 years.
It would f2ll to the advancement of Maoroccan troops.
The Moraccans desired ta claim the salt minas
cantralled by Songhai. Thezse invaders would have a
new advantage: guns.






